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means  more  than  jus t  ge t t i ng  ou t  o f  bed  and  mov ing  th rough  space !

Awake means keeping your  whole being -  outs ide and ins ide look ing and l is tening and feel ing and

explor ing what  is  happening around and wl th in yoursel f .

Jesus  taugh t  us  to  be  awake :
to  look  up  and  see  spar rows  and  la rks !
t o  l o o k  d o w n  a n d  f i n d  t h e  m i r a c u l o u s  d e s i g n  o f  a  l i l y  o r  a
d i a m o n d  d e w d r o p  !
to  look  w i th in  and  d iscover  God 's  love  wa i t i ng  to  be  pu t  to  use !

We need  to  be  awake  to  hymns  too . lns tead  o f  s ing ing  hymns  au tomat -
i c a l l y ,  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  t h e m  o u r  a t t e n t i o n ,  w e  m u s t  t u n e  o u r  s e n s e s  a n d
o u r  m i n d  t o  t h e  w o r d s  a n d  m u s i c :

T ry  us ing  your  sense  o f  movement  to  fee l  the  joy fu l  rhy thm o f  the
"Morn ing  Song"  tune .  You  may  need  to  move  your  body  to  the  mus ic
t o  l e t  t h e  r h y t h m  f l o w  t h r o u g h  y o u . H o w  d o  y o u  w a n t  t o  m o v e :  w a l k ,
run ,  l eap ,  tw i r l  and  s t re tch ,  s toop ,  o r  g l i de?

Try  us ing  your  sense  o f  hear ing  to  en joy  the  me lody  and  the  harmony
o f  the  tune .  Does  the  m inor  mode  take  away  f ron t  the ;oy fu lness  o f  the
rhy thm and  tex t?  Do  you  remember  how to  f i nd  m inor  re la t ionsh ips  o f

ma jo rkeys  by  coun t ing  down a  th i rd  f rom the  ma jo r  ton ic?  The  re la t i ve

o f  Ab  ma jo r  i s - -m inor .  The  re la t i ve  o f  G  n ra jo r  i s m t n o r .
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Try  some more .  No t i ce  the  sw i tch  back  to  ma jo r  on  the  f i na l  chord  o f

the Amen.  Add your  sense of  v is ion to f ind the [ )Jput t . rns that  occLrr

th roughou t  the  tune .  Can  you  f i nd  the  pa t te rn  in  the  a l to?  the  tenor?

the  bass?  Le t  v i s ion  he lp  you  d iscover  the  phrases  wh ich  a re  iden t i ca l .
Can  you  d iscover  po r t ions  o f  the  tune  where  the  soprano  and  bass  doub le

one  ano ther?  What  e f fec t  does  th i s  have  on  the  tune?

Next  g ive your  at tent ion to the ideas in  the text  Awake,  Awake to Love

and Work.  Which phrases need to be connected in  order  to  tnake sense?

Study  the  ideas  expressed  bv  S tudder t -Kennedy  in  the  th ree  s tanzas .

How wou ld  you  exp la in  the  mean ing  o f  the  th i rd  s tanza  words :  ' r .  f o

spend  thyse l f  no r  coun t  the  cos t? "
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Only now are you ready to le t  your  senses and your  in te l lect  work together  to  make you awake to the whole

beauty and meaning of  the hymn -  i ts  rhythm, i ts  melody,  i ts  harmony,  i ts  text .  When the hymn becomes a

real  par t  o f  you,  the separate b i ts  of  in format ion wi l l  f low together  and you wi l l  be able to  use the hymn to

show that  you are awake to God's  presence in  your  l i fe .  Some people l ive a l i fe t ime wi thout  d iscover ing th is

k ind of  whole-sel f  hymn s inging!

L i fe  must  be fu l l  o f  the ord inary k inds of  being awake -  get t ing up,  dress ing and eat ing,  going the usual  p laces,

watching te lev is ion!  But  remember that  Chr is t ian i ty  came into being because of  an ext ra-ord inary k ind of

awaren ess:
"So  le t  the  love  o f  Jesus  come
And set  thv soul  ablaze!"
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